Ammonium thiocyanate for detaching antibodies from histological specimens.
When different antigens must be demonstrated in the same structure, the permanence of former antibodies can lead to false identification of another antigen. The peroxidase-antiperoxidase method was used, followed by the oxygen acceptor ethyl-carbazole. After staining the sections, they were destained with xylene and the antibodies detached with 3 M ammonium thiocyanate; then the specimens were treated for the demonstration of the other antigen. The procedure could be repeated and thus as many as four antigens could be demonstrated without damaging the tissues. Antigens participating in the immunohistochemical staining were well-preserved after destaining and detaching the antibodies as demonstrated by their ability to react again in a second staining.